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Those Who Sat in Moses' Seat
(Matt. 23:1-12)

Jesus appearance in the text is very exceptional. He was full
of anger and poured out the violent with strong words.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites? You shut the kingdom of heaven in men'’s faces.
You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who
are trying to” (v. 13).

The words of Jesus’ anger and curse were given to the
teachers of law and Pharisees. It was very surprising that Jesus
was angry at those who had a good knowledge of the Bible and
who had excellent enthusiasm about everything.

Despite criticizing others in the seat of Moses (vv. 1-2), and
smelling dirty and rotten corpse, they outwardly pretended to be very
clean and shouted love and peace but exclaimed in their heart hatred
and split. That's why Jesus could not help
sneering at them.

1. The discordance between their words
and deeds

One of the traits of the teachers of the
law and the Pharisees is that they speak well
but they do not live their life as they say.
Therefore Jesus said to us, “So, you must
obey them and do everything they tell you.
But do not do what they do, for they do not
practice what they preach.” Because it is God
who is personal, though men deceive people,
God never deceives them.

2. Their hypocrisy

“Everything they do is done for men to
see: They make their phylacteries wide and
the tassels on their garments long;” (v. 5).

Jesus is benevolent and compassionate
without limitation. But he is never
compassionate for their hypocrisy. Our God
looks into our inner parts with eyes like
flames.

3. An arrogant desire for honor

The traits of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees mean the upper
seat, or high seat of which they like to be called Rabbi by the people (vv.
6-7). However, there is only one Jesus who is Rabbi and leader.

My beloved Christians,

In the text, Jesus not only blames Jewish religious leaders but also
all of us who live our life nowadays. By throwing away the discordance
between the words and deeds, hypocrites, arrogant desire for honor,
becoming Christians of the life in accordance with the beliefs and deeds,
truthful personality with modest words and deeds, and giving glory to
God. I sincerely pray that all of us will live our life as the light of salt in
the world in the name of Jesus Christ.
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